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RMS Lusitania has reportedly been destroyed, photograph taken by George Grantham Bain, 1913

In May 1915 the First World War was fully 
underway, and it was then that Margaret
and D.A had a close brush with death.
On a voyage to the UK from New York,
the ocean liner ‘Lusitania’ sank off the
south-west coast of Ireland.

1,198 people lost their lives as the result
of a torpedo attack from a German 
submarine. Margaret and D.A, returning 
from a business trip to New York, were 
two of the 764 survivors. Shortly after 
the torpedo hit, father and daughter were 
separated. As the boat sank, D.A escaped
via a life-raft. Meanwhile, Margaret, 

who had gone to find their lifebelts, narrowly 
survived drowning. As the deck became 
submerged, she was trapped under the 
waves. She lost consciousness, but eventually 
was rescued, presumed dead, before being 
reunited with her father in Queenstown, 
Ireland.

Article by Henry Jameson

For weeks Americans have been saying: ‘If 
the Germans sink any big liner you will see 
an overwhelming storm of hostility to them 
in this country.’ Today it is conceded that 
the crucial point is, were any American lives 
lost? If American lives have been lost, 

then German Empire must answer for its 
actions and whatever consequences that
will follow.

It is unknown yet whether the United States 
of America will respond with force and ally
directly with Great Britain, or whether it will
take a more diplomatic stance and aid 
Germany’s opponents instead of directly
intervening in the World War. The decision 
weighs heavily on the discovery of American 
deaths at the hands of the German forces. 
Even now, the public is enraged at the very 
notion of casualties caused by the Germans.

The world awaits.
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